CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

fane ? " " No prophet enters a house
adorned with fair decoration." With these
prohibitions should be connected the some-
what unintelligible fact that the most pious
Caliphs sat upon thrones (mimbar, "presi-
dent's chair ") of clay. The simplest and
most transitory material thus serves to
form the symbol of temporal power. A
house is adorned not by outward show, but
by the fact that prayer is offered and the
Qoran recited within its walls. These
theories were out of harmony with the
worldly tendencies of the conquerors, who
built themselves castles, such as Qusair
Amra : they belong to the spirit of Chris-
tianity rather than to Islam.

Upon similar principles we may explain
the demand for the utmost simplicity and
reserve in regard to the other enjoyments
of life. To eat whenever one may wish is
excess and two meals a day are more than
enough. The portion set apart for one may
also suffice for two. Ideas of this kind are
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